


Numb. 106. 


MERCATOR: 


OR, 


Commerce 


Retrieved, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIONsS on the State of the Britifb Trade, ec: 





— 


From Saturday, January 23. to CuelDap, January 26. 1713. 





The Notion of the French beating us out of our Trade in \taly and Spain, farther Expofed. 
The Guftom-houfe Accounts of thofe Goods daily Entred to ltaly and Spain, Confute that Opinion. 
The Faerie of three Days to Leghorne, brought for a Demonftration. 


The Like of three Days to Spain. 


The great Quantities Exported in the Welt not included in thefe Accounts, which are often more than at 


London. 


No Danger of. the French now, feeing they have been ten Years, and have made no hand of it. 
Perpets they have mimick’d a little ; but Bayes they never could make one Piece,bue what would have been 
laugh’d at,if it had been brought to the Town-Hall at Colchelter. 





HE MERCATOR cannot go on with 

_ this Paper, without reminding his Op poflers 

of the Abfurdity of Their Notions who have 

been fo forward to fay, that the French can- 

not Sell their Manufactures, Perpetuana’s, &c. as Cheap 

as the Engliih: and that therefore, that we fhall fend 

no more to Italy ; and that they will Work us out of 
the Trade to Spain: And the like. 


— The Edi& they publifhed lately, which the King of 
France had caufed to be made for bringing down his 
Bays and Perpetuana’s to the fame Price as Ours, is the 
creat Authority they bring to prove this. 


Now befides the great Exportation of Woollen Ma- 
nufaftures to Spain and the Streights, of which the 
MERCATOR gave an Account, No. 103. he de- 
fires the People, who read thofe Mens Arguments to con- 
fider, This Edict of the French King’s has now been 
publifhed Ten Years, and more; and by the fol- 
lowing Account, we may fee, what Effeét it has had 
upon our Trade, and whether we are fhut out of any of 
the Markets of Spain or Italy ; nay, we ‘hall let them fee 
in time, that we daily fend thofe very Goods to France 
it felf, which they Gafconade us fo much about, and 
with which we are to be beaten out of our Spanith 
and Italian Trade ; and were it not for thefe Men, had 
not the making the Treaty Effectual been delay’d, it 
would have been feen ina differing manner than now 
it can be, Whether we fhould have been beaten our of 
the Trade or no? Well might thefe Men Anfwer, 
when thee MERCATOR propofed the putting the 
Trade upon a Trial for a Year! Well might they quote 
an old Expreflion of the late King Charles I. by G—d 
not for an Hour! It’s plain they dare not fland the 


Experiment: they dare not put it to a Tri2!: The - 


French would fo freely run into our Manufaéttures, as 
would Convince the whole World,they were not likely 
to hurt us abroad, that could not Cloth their own Peorle 
without us at home. 


But to return to our Exportation to Italy, which this 
Fist has been Ten Years a deftroying, and out Expor- 
tation to Spain, which was to be a lofing Trade to us : 
Befides what the MERCATOR gave you tor One 
Day before, «which was’ prodigious, rake the follow- 
ing Account forsa few Days fince; and obferve as you 
go, that this is the dead of Winter, at the loweft Ebb of 
Trade, no Flota or Galleons going away for New-Spain, 
if they were, the Accounts would be Quite another 
thing ; butas ir is, if they+had any fhare of Grace, they 
would Bluth ar it. 


From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Exported to Leghorn in Three Days, (viz.) 
Jan. 19, 20, 21. 


210 Stuffs 
592 Perpets and Serges 
1co Kerfies 
60 Long Cloths 
Befides other Goods which are not Woollen. 


Memorandum, 


A large thare of all the Goods Entred under the ge- 
neral Head of the Streights,*are fent to Leghorn. 


Come we then to our Exportations to Spain in the 
fame time, as follows, (viz.) 


From the Cuftom-Houfle. 


Exported ta Spain in Ti bree Days, (viz.) 
Jan. 18, 19, 20. 


473 Stuffs 
382 Perpets and Serges 
129 Spanifh Cloths 
176 Double Bays 
24 Narro¥ 





— ee 
‘ al 


94 Natrow Cloths Yorkhhire 


CPS) en doz. Hofe 
D Sacre ee 30 k- Sills Hofe 
oe eS) 23 Callicoes 
“ 24 Handkerchiefs 
Ths 148 ps Rich Eaft-India Silks 


306 qr. Beans 
1210]. Pewter 
4 Ton 2C, Wrought fron 
Befides all the Goods,which were Entred to the 
Streights in that time, of which, as before, at 
‘leaft One third may be allowed to go to Spain. 


Is this the Trade the French have gotten away from 
us, and which we are to..lofe Money by? Will thefe 
Men never be afhamed ? How long do they think Men 
will believe them, when they are thus fhametully Detected 
in every thing they fay ? 


It is evident, the Perpetuana’s made in France have 
not been able to Sell fo Cheap as the Englith, or elfe 
they are not fo good as the Englifh ; how elfe comes it 
to pafs, that we have fuch 3 Vent for Ours, and that 
every Day at the Cuftom-houfe we fee vaft Quantities of 
Bays and Perpetuana’s Entred both for Spain and Italy ? 
Whereas the French are at the Docr; and, could they 
Underfell us, can upon all Occafions pour in their 
Goods before us, and with much lefs Expence, the 
Voyage from Marfeilles to, the Coat of either Italy or 
Spain, being not above two or three Days Sail. 


The confidering Men,who read thefe things, muft 
needs fee, how thefe Men {pin out Words without Sub- 
ftarice in all they fay, and how they prove Nothing ; 
indeed they dare put Nothing to the Trial. 


This Edi& was to have carried away all our Trade, 
nay, it was within half a Farthing an Ell, if we may 
believe one of their Writers, of our never a any 
Bays or Perpets more to Italy; and yet Ten Year is 
paft fince this Ediét took place : Our Trade has been 
moft difficulr, hazardous and expenfive to Italy, ard the 
French ftand next-Oars, having all poflible Advantage : 
Nay, the very difference of Freight has come to much 
more than the 30 Sols per Hundred Weiglit ; and yet 
in Ten Years time we are not worfted in the Trade. 
We fend our Perpets to Leghorn without a Bounty- 
Money paid upon their Exportation, as they pretend : 
Nay, th AERC ATOR Challenges them to prove, 
whenever we fent more of thefe Goods to Italy be- 
fore the faid terrible Ediét, than we have done fince. 


One thing is to be obferved alfo, which may add 
very much to the Account above of thefe Manufactures 
Exported thither, (viz.) That the Citics of Briftol and 
Exeter have a great fhare in the Spanifh and Italian 
Trade, and efpecially in the Exportation of Perpets and 
Serges, in which they frequently fend to a greater Value 





than they do fiom the Port of Lordon, beca 
Goods are made more particulariy in that part of ‘th 
Country: If then the Quantity Experted from then, 
was added to what is fet from hence, as above © 
would make thie stew Story of French Perpetuana’s feet 
more Ridiculous. *~ 4 


ufe the 


But at laft, to come clofer to the point, Let not thefe 
Men amufe the World with Fictions and Forgeries ay 
longer ; let them come to the Fact: Itis true the Frenci, 
have attempted to make Bays and Perperuana’s in France 
in Imitation of Ours, and the French King Ten Yea, 
ago did, by Edict, grant them an Exemption trom 
Duties to Encourage them, in which he acted the part 
of a wife and politick Prince, acting for the Encoy. 
ragement of his Subjects. 


Perpetuana’s being a light and thin Stuff, they have 
made ina tolerable manner ; tho’ never to match the 
Englith in Goodnefs and Price. Let them produce the 
Man, among all the Merchants upon the Exchange, 
who will tell us, upon his Credit and Experience 
that he ever faw a Bale of French Perpets, which come 
up to the Englifh in Goodnefs, and down to the Englith 
in Price. It is a fair Challenge ; let them either do it, 
or talk ne more of it. 


But then for Bays ; It would make any Man , that has 
lived in France, and feen their awkward Attempts that 
way, it would make him fick to hear them talk of them; 
and the MERCATOR would willingly pay the 
Expence, if thefe Men would but caufe a Piece of 
French Bays to be bought at Leghorn, if all thar City 
can procure ome, which is very much to be doubted, 
and Jet it but be brought to the Town-Hall at Col- 
chefter, and let the People there fee it; What Laughter 
would it raife among the People there? What a Satis- 
faction would it give to the good People the Bay-Makers 
there, to fee what mighity Steps thefe new Manuficturers 
have taken rowards Cutting them out of their Trade ? 
And how much beholden they are to thefe worthy 
Patriots of Trade for fetting up the French Manufac- 
ture, and exalting them at fuch a Rate. 


French Bays! No, Countrymen of Colchefter be 
of good Heart; you are in no Danger of being Ri- 
valled by France ; Nor can any Man fay with Truth, 
that the whole Kingdom of France ever made a 


Piece of Bays, that would have been Sealed at your 
Hall. 





ERR AT Ain Mercator, No. 105. 


Col. 4. line 37. for your read our. Ibid. laft Line but 
5: dele yer. 
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